DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

his wife entertaining his party of guests who included
the Duchess of Kent and Victoria. He made some
loud remarks about the infernal liberties she had
taken, but said nothing to her directly.

Next day was his birthday, and there was a dinner
of a hundred people. The Duchess of Kent sat next
him, and opposite him was the Princess Victoria,
greatly enjoying herself. After dinner his health was
proposed, and in answer to it he made a gobbling,
eloquent speech, in which he said that he hoped to
God he would live long enough to see the Princess
come of age on her eighteenth birthday, so that she
would ascend the throne in her own right and not
be subject (according to the Regency Bill) to " a
person sitting near me who is surrounded by evil
advisers and who is herself incompetent to act with
propriety in the position in which she would be
placed/' . . . This person had repeatedly insulted
him, and had kept his niece away from him,, but he
was determined to stand it no longer. . . . On and on
went this tirade while the guests, among whom were
his Ministers, sat aghast. Princess Victoria burst into
tears, and it was with difficulty that the Duchess was
persuaded not to go back to London that very night,
taking the sobbing heiress to the throne with her.
c* Very awkward, by God," said the Duke of Welling-
ton, Nothing, of course, can excuse the caddishness
of the King in making this brutal public attack on a
woman who was sitting beside him as his guest, but
the Bluff Sailor had never learned the elements of
manners* It must be admitted also that for years his
sister-in-law had been deliberately rude to him, and
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